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I INDIANS ALWAYS PREY OF WHITES 1

Investigation Started by Senator Helen Hunt's fight For Aborigi-

nes

o
o lYou Cannot JroiForgotten When In- -. oGore Opens Ip Century's

Record of Studied Rob-

bery

creasing Value of Broad o

of Lands. Acres Is Seen.
o
o Mm

THEN Senator Gore of Oklaho- -
ma made the charges which

y Y brought in the name of Vice j

President Sherman he open- -

ed the story of the greatest muddle
In all the muddled history of the white j

man's career of colonization. j

When Helen Hunt, who fought for
the Indian as no ore else ever fought.
published her "Century of Dishonor"
the public conscience was stirred, and
un effort was made to do the right j

thing by the man who. after all. was
here first to give him laud and let
bim live on it. In short, we stopped
being bad and begun to be stupid.

For no sooner had the Indian bcn
solemnly given the land, almost with
tears of shamed apology, than we let
!t be taken away a pa in, right and left,
hit or miss. We forgot ail abont him
as soon as he was duly a ward of the
nation. We had said he was protected,
end under the magnificent aegis of
this declaration he was. of course, for-
ever safe.

High Commissions Cause Bow.
Then began the sort of thing that

culminated when the McMurray firm
announced that if would sell the Choc-

taw and Ohkkasaw lands for them,
charging only V per cent of the price
paid. The syndicate that wanted to
buy was willing to pay $n0.ono.0 for
the rl'-l- coal and asphalt lands that
are said by some to be worth from
S 10.no m ii x to $.?0.0(jO.yX) more, and
for putting through this deal so de-sir.- -:

die. they explained, from tl e In-

dian jiiiit of view the McMurray
firm wanted crly the fee of $3.W.0OO.
Senator "lore objected, and hence the
trouble. P.nC there have been deals
li!:e this and no Senator Gore
to proies.

This Mine McMurray has had suc-

cessful financial relations with the In-

dians in the past. He was. with four
others, iiidi- - feil for e.ht.a ii;ing an euor-ir.o- u

fee froiii the Five Nations in
rcnnect'nu with the registrat ion law
funic years ago. It is a long story.
!'U one worth telling.

When the Fne Nations were moved
westward ho to make room for a civ-

ilization that had no particular use for
them they were paid for their lands
ii rid were given over !'.). MH.rrio acres
In what is now Oklahoma. Here they
wen to live as they wanted to live
and hunt or farm, just as th-- liked,
unmolested by the white man.

As we grew and waxed fat we ex-

tended anxious eyes toward Oklahoma.
The Indian land was. unfortunately
for them, very good land. No sooner
did we grasp this fact than we felt
we must take up the white man's bur-
den.

Indians' Tribunals Abolished.
The red man had a certain govern-

ment of his own. a sort of communal
government, not undemocratic. He
thought it. pretty good. Anyway it
suited Mm. I'.ut it stood in the way
pf "prouToss ' and s it nau to go, let
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IPS JANETT FITCH was
an eld maid when
phe legally adopted
the little
Hessle Havens, her
niece, and she was
older by nine years
when one afternoon
she said to the young
ladv:

"W ell. dear, I
think I have done my

duty toward you thus far in the mat-
ter of education and accomplishments.
You have been taught history, gram-
mar, mathematics, algebra and other
branches. Ycu can sing and play.
You know a little German and
French. You can recite finely. You
have composed essays. You have
graduated with high honors."

"Thanks to you. dearest of aunts,
replied Miss Bessie as she put her
arms around the old lady and Im-
printed a loving kis on her wrinkled
rheek.

"And now what, dear?"
"Why why. 1 11 get married, won't

I?"
"Yes. that generally follows, bat I

don't want it to follow too quickly
after your graduation. I have been
Told I have been toid. Bessie, that
there is a young doctor ever at Somer-
set who seems deeply interested in
you."

"Now, aunt, you know how folks
gossip." chided the blushing irl.

"Just so. but I have made some
quiet inquiries :cernipg this young
doctor, and I find that he is highly
tpoken of. I don't know as I should
seriously object to having a doctor in
the family not if he could relieve
my headaches and didn't smell of
iodine and carbo'ic acid all the time."

"Please don't tease nie. aunt. You
hnow I haen't seen Dr. Fancher half
a co?en times in the last year, that is,
it can't be over seven or eight times,
and then fce was always so busy."

"Y-e-- s. We will put him aside for
f moment, bov ver. Bessie. I'm a
practical woman. I've had to be. I
I ive quite a little property, you
I;:.ow, and I have had to be practical
to take care of it and to add to it. If
I tadn't been practical we should
iave been sent to the poorhoufe long
ajro. I believe a woman should have
a good education, tut she should also
have business ability."

"Yes, aunt."
"If ycu should marry a yo-j- man
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ting In the aforesaid progress with a
flourish of lying, perjury, graft and
other concomitants of civilization quite
amazing to behoid.

It was done in this fashion: Begin-

ning in 1CS7. certain severalty acts
were passed conferring citizenship on
any Indian who would give up tribal
life and take up land individually. In
lSfil this offer was extended to the
Five Nations in Oklahoma, and in
the famous Dawes commission, headed
by Senator Henry I- - Dawes of Massa-
chusetts, was appointed for the pur-

pose of extinguishing the tribal titles
to lands and allotting the same in
severalty to members of the tribes.

It is not to be supposed that the In-

dians had anything to do with this ar-

rangement. The white man took, along
with his other bnrdens, that of decid-

ing that the Indian 6hould sell his
land.

So it was sold. Some of It was to
come into the market almost immedi-
ately and some within five years or so
and some in twenty or more years, but
practically all was to be sold in course
of time. Over two-third- s of it has
been disposed of now.

And the money? "Well, the Indians
are more likely to become charges on
the state than to buy automobiles.
There were only 100.000 or so of them,
and over 12,000.000 acres of land have
been sold, but the Indian didn't get
the money.

One woman sold land worth in
asphalt beds from $00,000 to $SO,000.

She was paid $1,100, but not all in

cash oh. no! For so large a rrice as
that the purchaser explained that she
must take part in the form of notes.

Blind Woman Cheated.
Another w'oman was blind and very,

very old. Two white men explained
to her that she was entitled to a
pension by virtue of her late husband's
service during the civil w ar. They pre-

sented h paper for her to sign, assuring
hr that she won id get her pension on

its receipt in Washington. She made
her mark, her fingers guided by the
men. The paper turned out to be a

warranty deed for her farm. Bt!i
these cases were fought in court aft-

erward.
The Dnwes severalty act. arranging

for the sale of the Indian hinds, con-

templated the prompt sale of some of
tne property, bat considered that a
good deal of it won id be held for
twenty or thirty years. The act w;:s
a piece of interference with the rights
and desires of the Indians und.T any
circumstances, but this provision was
a redeeming point, and for nearly
twenty years the r.aies proceeded with
this limitation.

l:ut it seemed too had to leae the
lauds in the hands of the unprogres-slv- e

for so long a time. Four years
ago an amendment to the Dawes act
removed all restrictions from the s.?!e
o" the land and authorized "ie :ssu- -

who had little or no money if you
should marry a young doctor, for in-

stance, the fact that you knew the
difference between a leghorn hen and
a scrub rooster would come in very
handy."

"But I'm going to live and die an
old maid." protested Bessie, as she
fidgeted about.

"Y-e-- s, but that doesn't alter my
argument. I want you to become prac-
tical. I want to make a business
woman of you. I want you to drop
all other ideas for a year or so. Many
a husband owes his success in busi-
ness to his wife. Many a wife has
been left a widow and has gotten
along finely because she .vas practi-
cal.

"You can write a beautiful essay,
but you don't know how many bush-
els of onions an acre of ground vhould
yield. You can give a fine recitation,
but you don't know the price of ear-rot- s.

You can speak French after a
fashion, but you can't tell what rail-
roads rassed dividends last year. I
have heard it said that doctors were
not practical business men, and there-
fore it behooves '

The blushing niece put her hand
over her aunt's mouth and held it
there for half a minute. When it was
removed the old lady said:

"Well, to come to the point, you
know we have three acres of marsh
land along the river. I have never
seen my way to doing anything with
it. The other dav I came across an
article in a newspaper that solved
the problem. I asked our hired man
about it. and he wss enthusiastic at
once. Bessie. I am going to run a
dyke along the bank of the river and
inclose that march and make a frog
farm of it."

"Why, Auntie Fitch!
"And I am going to put you in

charge of that frog farm and make a
business woman of you. In two years
there won t be a windmill man ia the
state who can hold a candle to you in
doing business. You --vill be right
here under my eye and have the
benefit cf my years of eiperience."

"But you have never raised frogs."
profited the appalled young lady.
"And if you have a frog farm what
are you going to elo with the frogs?
It isn't just to see them juap and
hear thera croak, is it"

"Didn't I say you lacked practica
lity?" dryly replied the eunt. "My
dear ciild, don't you li-- cw that frcfis
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ance of a fee simple patent to any
allottee "competent and capable of
managing his or her affMirs."

Tb: Indian office construed the
meaning of this statute to be ihar if
anv Indian disposed of his land know-i- n

4 he would not get it back again he
was "competent and capable" within
the meaning of the law.

Children Also Robbed.
There have been 24,00m cases in

court in regard to the sale of these
lands by persons "competent and capa-- ,

file." Not all of them concerned
adults, for the case of the Indian child

i has been eveu harder tbun that of his
parent's. Many children of the Five
Nations are very rich by inheritance.

' The tribes are dying, and those who
survive have often much land coming
to them. Here is scope for the "guard-
ian" idea.

In 1CI5. after it was decided that
the lands were to be divided, the com- -

mission announced t hit applications
for rights in the apnon ior.ment of land

i should be made wiiljn thirty d.'.ys and

legs are on the menu of every first-cla- ss

restaurant and hotel in the big
cities, and that they are a very costly
di6h. Men are employed to hunt for
the frogs, but they can nver catch
enough to supply the dmand.

"A genius out West got to think-ths- e

things over, and the result
was that he started a frog farm, and
is now making several thousand dol-
lars a year. He has his frogs right
there. He can f!'l an ordpr in an
hour. They are vo expense to him.
and the profits are simply enorxneu.

"I have already given orders for

the dyke to be constructed, and have
engaged boys from the Tillage to
catch us the frogs to start cur farm
with. You must begin tomorrow to
read up on the frog. fou will find
his career full of interest ad-
venture."

MIes Bessie did not rebel. On the
after a few mirutes"

she rather took to the idea.
She had a dim idea that all doctors

naturalists, and tht the ycung
1 doctor at would be fosted

ho passed upon within ninety days, j

That was fourteen years ago. and they
have ju-.- t wound up the matter. In- -

j

deed, there are some cases not yet
settled.

of
set for'h to the Five Nations that some- -

body had to be to keep off ,

the" rolls the names of persons w ho
were not really of their tribes. The
Indians agreed -- poor, muddled, badg- -

ered. harried tribes that wanted noth- -

ing but to be let a'gme.
'

Now, it was the business of the gov- -

crr.meu t o a t ' "V.1 o t his. and so lit han
Alian l!it. hco U s secretary of the
interior said afterw ard i:i no un' er-- :

tain fashion, but the
didn't do about it, and Mans- -

field & to push
people oiT the roils. They got $1 n

head for or something like
that. Anyway, the bill to
?t:.',ooo.

j Pay All Bills.
There was a pr..t. -- t. Mr Murray and

lit hers .ere indicud. and then t'ie in

on frogs and enough to
give her many pointers.

Fhe was not disa in this.
The dyke had not yet been cr.ni-p'etp- fi

whn. as he was ":--t cident ally
driving past, you know," young Dr.
Fancher made a call. His greeting
from Bessie was all that he had hoped
for, but MIfs Fitch was very formal
aiid waited to size him up.

S!:e mentally criticis' i him a3 im-

mature: as la' king In as
wanting in business

as a nan that might know ail abrut
nux vomico tonics, but mighty littlo

about
She was doomed to be

however. Without much
frozi her. and even

before he had seen the marsh wherein
the frogs to dawdle away the
days and bellow away the nights, a
look of erudition came to his f3ce and
he began:

"The helonzs to the rep-
tilian family. His hind legs were
known as an article of diet a thou-
sand years ago. He lives ia lakes.

I'M GOING TO PIT YOU TS CHARGE OF THAT FROG FARM AND MAKE
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dictments were dismissed. The In- -
t

dians paid that bill, as they have paid
various others.

Also they paid sometimes for getting
on the rolls. Occasionally the fee was
r.O per cent of till they had. Taking it
by and large, there has seldom been so
satisfactory a carnival from the graft- -

er's point of view.
There was talk of reopening this

ri.-l- i view and looking over the rolls
the other day. but even the Indians
have learned the trick now. and they
presented a petition saying that they
have already spent over sI.'hmi.oho de- -

,

fending themselves against fraudulent j

claims of citizenship in the Five Nil- -
j

lions and they would prefer to have
the matter rest as quietly as it can. ;

They add. with some natural bitter- - j

ness. that had the question of decid-
ing on Indian blood been left to the
Indian courts it would have been set
tied more swiftly and justly.

When the ntmounev merit was made
that homesteads would be sold at one-hal- f

tie- - assessed value ot the land,
two !"'s to o;ich person, there was an

"rl

.

( ponds and mudholes. During the
winter he hibernate:;; during the
summer he cavorts around and be-

lieves that life is worth the living.
The bullfrog's hearing is not very
acute, but. his kepnness tit vision
makes up for it. He can spot a school-
boy with a stone in his hand 4 0 rods
away."

"How Interesting!" whispered Miss
Bessie. With a shy glance.

"I am glad you railed." added MIS3
Fitch, feeding a sudden balrniness.

"The nature of the bullfrog is nat-
urally retiring," continued the do?- -

A BUSINESS WOMAN OF YOU.

tor. "It is retiring and also musical.
Although created during a savage
e'rc.h in the history of the world, he
has thus far failed to betray anything
like ferocity in his cord act tr.ward
the human race. AH afTorts to con-
nect him with the mysterious disap-
pearance of certain email boya and
girls have utterly failed. It is not
known that he even deferds himself
when attacked. He is easily domesti-
cated, and it i believed that the bull-
frog has a grateful nature."

"get

Tomorrow, Promptly

FARM
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other rush to profit by the graft. The
land had been Indian land, half a mil-
lion acres in all, and it was offered on
these terms to encourage civilization
to take a nice long step and settle in
Oklahoma.

Laws Easily Evaded.
Any man who wanted to speculate In

land got a certain number of men at
home, tramps or friends anybody to
give him their power of attorney,
then to Oklahoma without delay; two
lots for him, please, and two lots for
his friend whose power of attorney
he showed.

Sometimes a man would get several
hundred lots in this fashion. He would
sell, and, if the graft was discovered,
where was the grafter?

The commissioner of Indian affair",
Kobcrt (J. Valentine, put the case
pithily the other day:

"It is possible to do only orie of two
things with the Indians to externd
nate them or to make them into citl-rens- .

Whichever we choose should be
done in a businesslike way. If w

r i i f ; k

.13ymcAii?ira&;. il'--

"But as a commercial spe.-ulatio- n ?"
suggested Miss Kltch, while Bessie
wondered where the doctor could
have picked up so much valuable In-

formation in his practice.
"Yes'm. I was coming to that. As

long as frogs' lgs are inquired for at
Fherry's, De'.monico's, the Waldorf
and other places of the kind, the want
must be supplied. You must first
caf h your frog. If you have him
penned up in a frog pasture, it Is
easier to catch him than If he was
roaming over the country at large.
In other words. If you have the frogs,
you can fill the orders. Again, if you
have the frogs the buyers must pay
your own price or go without frogs'
iegs. As a speculation I do not think
commercialism offers anything bet-

ter."
"That's Just what I've been con-

tending," replied Miss Fitch with on
of her rare smiles, "and I am glad to
find myself corroborated. You will
stay to dinner, of course."

The doctor stayed. He looked at the
dyke and talked frog-lor- e. He looked
at the marsh and tailed more of it.
He sat down with pencil and paper
and figured out the profits of a frog
farm, and after he had taken Mi
leave the aunt bfndly said to the
niece:

"My dear, It does me good to meet
a man so far above the common he'd.
I trust that we may have his valuable
advice at every turn in this bullfrog
business. I was so interested that I

forgot to ask him what was good for
a headache Junt over the eyes."

The dyke was finished and the far.n
started with about 200 fregs. This
was in May. By the latter part of
June. Miss Fitch estimated that the
number of frogs had doubled. Neither
Miss Bessie nor the debtor estimated
They announced that they shou'd
steer a conservative course. That I",
one between the tadpole and the
grown frog.

About the time the estimate was
made trouble came f.-o-rn th villaire
nearby. Those bullfrogs, iio mstnr
Just what the number, b'fiiii to m;.k
their presence known o'nights. Txiey
growled. They bellowed. T! ey thun-
dered. They It van at cur.dowti and
never quit tlfir Job urn!! si:r.!i.
Complaint were made. L2wsnlt3 were
threatened. The 111 were disturbed
and tbe well made unhappy.

Miss Fitch had sentiment, but this
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hand store has returned to Hock Is--
land and will bo conducted under
the nnn name of Carney & Thomp-- I
son. It runs Jur-- i the name as "J,
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more for your goods and sell cheaper
than anyone else.
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choose efTtiiliial ioir we shouid do t.
suddenly, painlessly and completely,
but instead of frankly encaging In that
course the country has set ItM-l- f to
make the Indians Into cltiens. If has
no business t bungle this o as It Is
now doing any niote th in if the course
of extermination were tnw to tie d"
elded on it wonitl have auy business ti
bungle that."

tit

wh3 a commercial speculation, ii
Ph bail net patience with the
It was In Augu.--t that. le receive-- , I

her first e reler for fro"' legs, and it
made her g "Hp, and c 'liel Mould 4

eyes to the practicality of frog fann-
ing. The oriler was for .I'MI do."i
pairs of legs.

The bin-e- man m rent out with
two a -f nts to run down tie un-

suspecting fieigs The wcie
te be pahl i.t the rate of a tV.
After three ,la of wading nrirl trail-
ing four blinking and puzlfd bull-
frogs were hrcught In. The doctor

lvfMd a bo 't and nets. K'Mt't: r"l

dollars iiieee paid cm for wages and
twe) more blinking fnigs.

Thn the kicking grew rnore
The eloe ter reeeiin dig-

nified Silence. l?eni!it; I'lvc laWFll'tl
were bgun In cti elav. There wa'ti't
any cju Htion about there being a frc
firm and there wasn't anv question
about the s atid and
growls and bellowings of liundif-J- of
frogs a? night, but llif ep uvtioa w;i
Lor' to ran h them by ej.iv.

"The bullfrog," saiel r. Faneh'-r- ,

"beloriKS to the repHli'iri fanillv. Hi
has b-- br:i ins 'ban the lot h. but - - "

And there he vuk and the niif?-b-- r
of !awvi:t was lnre.i'.ee bv IK'I

and the mental enemies by a d'14-- n.

Again the boat wa-- - out, or.ly t'
return fror efc Night afier nigi t
the reptilian fninllv u t feirth niif
tit re'oir Ir.r and rWi i ni e.

About, the first ii' Sept".,, her II.
eb"e.r Hrlei c.ri a f I erri'ion t'l fln l
y.'-- l"i''h wearirg a look of d'-fe- it

a'.el !' sobbing In h r handker-'lii- i
f Had the f j r g i bc.ic a depopu-

lated the inarMi? Had the botto'i
dropped out and lt the rept,r--- i

thr' ugh ir'o ( hinn? Had had---

Hut Ic'ote ir "ii'.il hiilve-- r n.Hln
MllK Flte h farKUC ! a bered'1 pe,he and
dram.it Khlly exibiinvd:

" "lis cion ' They have cut th
dyke and ie"-- lay bullfrog baa gore

deiwri the r I r ' We have rn
ioigr a fr'.g fain.! We have tr-
ior. t'T lc Tigl-f- - -- "

' I : u t you re piled fie
doctor, at. he wer.t over and took h.
htand !. lc Beanie.

And tbev bae him yet, but in-it-- ad

of rrrwir.;: frog on the marf.i
It fas Ic'n drained and trained itgrow oritonb and ce ery. whic h ran '.
caught and shipped the same day thit
an order is recei ve J. .
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